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By JAMES H. DOWNEY 
MERIDIAN, Miss. (AP)-The 
key prosecution witness testi- 
fied Thursday he had made 
no deals with the government 
for his testimony in the fed- 
eral trial of 11 men accused 
of conspiracy in the death of 
Vernon Dahmer. 

Billy Roy Pitts, 25-year-old 
former Ku Klux Klansman. 
was the object of a vigorous 
cross examination by defense 
attorneys after his testimony 
that Klansmen planned and 
carried out the nightrider 
firebomb attack ou Dahmer’s 
home and grocery on Jan. 10, 
1966. Dahmer died later. 
Attorney Lawrence Arrington 
of Hattiesburg asked several 
times about arrangements with 
the government and about the 
money Pitts got. 

4 ‘I got money but I never 
made no deal for it/* Pitts tes- 
tified. 

Arrington held up papers he 
called signed receipts for pay- 
ments, but Pitts told the court, 
“I never signed those pieces 
of paper.” 

Defense attorney Carl Berry 
of Hattiesburg also hammered 
at the question of payments, 
which Pitts discussed in his 
testimony Wednesday. 

Pitts said he had received 
$6,898 from Nov. 20, 1967, 

through April 15 this year. He 
said he had wanted money for 
the support of his family and 
for obligations such as his 
house note. 

Berry questioned a record 
Pitts produced showing the 
amount of payments and he 
asked Pitts who helped compile 
it and whose typewriter was 
used to type it. 

Pitts said his father helped 
him prepare it Monday night 
and that he did not know who 
owned the typewriter, but he 
obtained it at the place where 
he was staying in Meridian. 
Berry sought to have Pitts 


District Court Judge Dan M. * 
Russell ruled Pitts did not have E 
to answer. After the lawyers n 
conferred with the judge at the * 
bench, the matter was dropped. 

Pitts told the court that the J 
payments by the government f 
were tendered by federal agents 1 
in cash. 

Under cross examination by ! 
defense attorney Merle Palmer, 
attorney for Lester Thornton, 
Pitts testified that he had pur- 
chased a tape recorder for the 
purpose of memorizing testi- j 
mony. 

He told the court however, 
that the testimony was “not 
relevant to this case.” He said 
he used the recorder in connec- 
tion with the Jones County Cir- 
cuit Court case against Travis 
Buckley. 

Pitts also admitted, under 
cross examination, to testi- 
fying falsely under oath be- 
fore a Jones County grand 
jury in the Jackson County 
trial of Buckley. 

When examined by attorney 
Percy Quinn, attorney for Trav- 
is Giles, Pitts stated that Giles 
was not present at either of 
the two meetings at which the 
Dahmer attack was planned 
and was not present on the 
night of the actual attack. \ 

Pitts testified that during the 1 
time he was held in a Jackson . 
motel in federal custody he was ' 
never allowed to remain alone ( 
with Laura Wellborn in his . 
room. Mrs. Wellborn had been ! 
described by defense attorneys ' 
as Pitts’ girl friend. 


